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Each and every day you restore sight to
your patients. But there are patients who
aren’t lucky enough to have access to, or
the ability to afford, cataract surgery. The
ASCRS Foundation extends your impact
as a sight giver,

We are excited to report to you on the
major milestones of 2018, None of these
would have been possible without the
ASCRS and ASOA members who donate
their time and money to our cause, as well
as the industry partners that amplify
member efforts with their support.
Operation Sight is our domestic charitable
cataract surgery program. It is the only
nation-wide program of its kind that
matches patients unable to afford care
with volunteer surgeons. In 2018, the
program continued its exponential growth
and saw its 3,000th free cataract surgery.
Qur Robert Sinskey Eye Institute in
Ethiopi now serves more than 24,000
patients annually. We've made good on
our promise to build ophthalmic centers
of excellence to train more surgeons. In
partnership with others, we are now in
Year 2 of our Ethioplan Residency
Education Initiative.

Thousands of patients at our Sinskey Eye
Institute in Ethlopia, and hundreds here in
the US. through Operation Sight, have
benefited from the generosity of members
and industry. Join them today with your
gift: wwwascrsfoundation.orgldonation
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THAMK YOU to our impact kevel donors
wha penerously gave during 2008,
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Spotlight on a Supporter

William T. Koch, COA, COE. CPC has
worked in the field of ophthalmology for
32 years. He s the Administrative
Director of Texas Retina Associates in
Dallas, Texas. He is also the past
president of the ASOA Board of
Directors.

Bill has been a generous supporter of the
Foundation, taking the rare step of
making a monthly. recurring donation as
part of our Sustainers Circle. Foundation
Seaff caught up with Bill te find cut why
he gives.

Foundation Smfft: How did you first hear
about the Foundation!

BIE | Rrst became aware of the ASCRS
Foundation and the wonderful work they
do as part of my role with the ASOA,
Board of Directors.

Foundation Staff Why did you decide to
daonate!

Bill: The decision was very easy. The gift
of sight is one of the most precious gifts
that anyone can give or receive! | was also
mspired by Dr, David and Mrs. Victara
Chang, and their Chang Humanitarlan
Award. Their commitment, dedication,
and generodity is ruly inspiring,
Foundation Saff: Why do you feel it is
Important to offer charitable cataract
surgery!

Bill: Mot everyone can possess the gift of
sight for medscal or other reasons. To
offer sight to those that have the
capability is a profound opportunity to do
what is right.

Foundation Staff; VWhat would you tell
someone thinking about making their first
gift!

Bill: As a manager | lost touch with our
true professional mission. The ASCRS
Foundation has reminded me that what
we do is extremely important and
lifesawing, It will provide you with a sense
of gravtude like no other. Mot only for
the people the Foundation is helping but
for your ewn gifts in Iife.
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 David £ Chang, MD

President & Chair, International Initiatives
Private Practice

Stephen Lane, MD
Treasurer & Chair, Domestic Initiatives
Alean Laboratories

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 Jorses V. Mazzs

Secretary & Chair, Industry Relations
Carl Zems Medee, Inc,

Da-_._rllght Savings Steven T. Charles, MD
Time Beging Charles Retina Institute

-I 5 T 6 .I T -I B 1 g 20 21 Tam Caoburn, MD

Farmer U5, Sepator

Tom Frinz
Johnsen & Jehnson Vision

St Patrick’s Day Adrienne Graves, PhD

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 Sean fanchues, MO, MPH

Diawid Karcher

Ann Kelman
Philanthropist
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Richard A. Lewis, MDD
Aerie Pharmaceuticals

Richard L Lindstrom, MD
Minnescta Eye Consultants

William Meury
Allergan, Inc,

Michael Cnuscheck
Alcon Laboratories
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$250 per month. That is the salary of
an ophthalmology resident in Ethiopia.
You might think that works because of
a lower cost of living, But n the dites,
it Is not much lower than in the U.S.

Ethiopia has five ophthalmology
residency programs. Some of these
four-year training programs have most
sub-specialties covered, but there is no
neurg-ophthalmologist in the entire
country of 105 million people and cnly
a handful of retinal specialists. Ethiopia
has approximately one practicing
aphthalmalogist per million people, and
about | million people completely blind
from cataracts.

To become an ophthalmalogist is
Ethiopia is a long road. After high
school, a student goes to
college/medical school for & years. The
last year is spent at that university
hospital doing an Internship. After that,
the student is assigned 1o “serve™ as a
low paid primary care doctor
somewhere in the region. During that
time, they can apply for any spedalty,
or decide to stay a GP. Itis very
atrractive 1o becoma a general surgeon
or [nternist | was told, because
graduates can match right away, and
“they will be rich.”

Ophthalmology is not well supported
or well-paid compared to other fields,
as eye care Is not a Bovernment
pricrity. The young doctors walt 3 long
time to match in an ophthalmology
residency, having to serve between 1.6
years as a GP. To train sub-specialists
and support residency programs, the
ASCRS Foundation refies on your kind
donations. Because of you, the quality
of ophthalmologist training is rapidly
Improving, and the number of retidents
Is Increasing each year, Only with
enough funds to help pay for residency
directors, the doctors teaching at
Sinskey Eye Institute, and fellowship
training, can we help tackle the cataract
blindness and countless other eye
conditions in Ethiopla.
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